
Article written by Bro. Jim Gardiner P.M. for The Ashlar magazine. 

INTERNATIONAL RESCUE FROM BARNS O’CLYDE 

Charity is correctly often quoted as one of the chief cornerstones of Freemasonry. Candidates are 
taught the value of this virtue and Lodges everywhere hope the lesson is learned for life in their 
members. 

Lodges in every corner of the globe raise money every year, which is given gladly in the hope that 
those “poor and penniless” may gain some relief from the circumstances which have brought them 
to the state they are in. 

Lodge Barns o’Clyde No. 1018 is no different and has, since its inception in 1907, regularly raised 
sums which have supported good causes, both local and national. 

On 25th April 2015, the world was horrified to learn of a massive earthquake in Nepal, which 
ultimately killed more than 9,000 and injured more than 23,000. The earthquake triggered an 
avalanche on Mt Everest, when another 19 were killed and another in the Langdang Valley, where 
250 are still missing. 

Television images showing the aftermath of this disaster struck a chord with everyone watching, the 
thought of hundreds of thousands of innocents made homeless and trying to survive on bare 
mountain slopes and ruined villages sent a chill round the world.  

Among the people sitting horrified at the scenes on television was Bro. Kenny Currie P.M. of 1018, 
who decided to put to the Lodge the suggestion that our charity be expanded beyond the normal 
perimeters and to attempt to extend a little comfort to that remote part of the globe. 

Charity websites were read, and initially, the intent was to donate the sum of £500 to Oxfam or 
UNICEF. A little more reading, however, revealed that the Nepalese have a huge sense of tradition 
and that families who had been left homeless were still living in the ruins of their homes. There was 
an inbuilt pride of “owning” a piece of land that had passed from generation to generation; and a 
reluctance to leave the area that had been home to their families for generations. 

Our Lodge Almoner, Bro. John Morrow P.M. established through his Rotary connections that one 
charity, ShelterBox, were collecting funds to send re-building kits, consisting of tools and timber, 
allowing the homeless to regain pride in helping themselves and remain in the rebuilt home, on the 
spot where their parents, grandparents and beyond had lived. This information was brought to the 
attention of the Lodge, which considered that this would be a more appropriate way of giving aid. 

The original Committee proposal, that the Lodge donate £500 to purchase the kits, was met with 
unanimous approval. This would enable the Lodge to purchase 15 kits, each costing £35, a total of 
£525. The immediate response from the Brethren at the Meeting was astonishing. As well as the 
agreed Lodge donation, individual donations were pledged, and after the Meeting, the sum of 
£1,015 had been raised between the Lodge donation and those from members.  

Because of the urgency of the matter, it was agreed that the appeal run for only a short time, and it 
was decided that one week would have to be the limit. Word had spread and more donations came 
in. The Barns next door neighbours, Radnor Park Bowling Club, added to the donations A visiting 
Brother that evening, Harry McDonagh P.M., from Lodge Inchinnan 1405 returned to his Lodge and a 
donation came from members of 1405 and a local dentist also handed in a cheque. 

By the end of the week, an astonishing £1.400 had been amassed, enough for 40 kits. 



Unlike other Lodge donations, we will never know who benefitted, nor will we receive a letter of 
thanks. But, like other Lodge donations, the effort was not to receive such acknowledgement. We 
take satisfaction knowing that the lesson of the North East Corner has been faithfully applied. 


