
A Memorable Night

During my long connec�on with Lodge Barns o'Clyde No. 1018, I have had the honour and pleasure of a�ending many 
important func�ons, such as the coming-of-age in 1928, the 25th anniversary in 1932 and the celebra�on to the 
guarantors in 1935 but the welcome home to the members who served in the war, in my opinion, was the finest ever 
held within the precincts of our beau�ful Temple. When it was decided about a year ago, first in commi�ee, then by the 
members, that we should in some small measure express our thanks in some tangible form to those Freemasons who had 
served throughout the second world war, assis�ng in keeping us the free na�on we have always been, and we trust always 
shall remain, the ways and means commi�ee by running various func�ons, which were all so ably supported by the members 
and friends of the Lodge, raised the magnificent sum of £300. and Friday, March 7 saw the climax of their hard work, when 
74 members of the Lodge  had been specifically invited to a�end, to receive from the hands of our esteemed R.W.M., Bro. 
A. Hood, a Master Mason's dress apron, a gi� from their Mother Lodge, which would be appreciated by every one of the 
recipients, as well as a memento of the hardship and suffering they had gone through, and at the same �me  happy in the 
thought that their Mother Lodge was s�ll carrying on the good work of expounding the genuine tenets of the Cra�.

Owing to some of the servicemen s�ll being on duty in various parts of the world, and others being demobbed removing to 
other parts of the country, 49 members out of the total number were in a�endance on the great night.

Prompt to �me, the Chair was taken by Bro. A. Hood R.W.M., supported at the top table by Bro. J. Malcolm I.P.M., Bro. 
Baillie P.M., Bro. Porteous P.M., Bro. J. Hood P.M., Bro. West P.M., Bro. Chisholm P.M., Bro. Sievewright S.W., Bro. Butchart J.W., 
Bro. Milroy Treasurer and Bro. G. Hill Secretary. The R.W.M. requested the large assembly to be upstanding and receive our 
guests of the evening, who were piped into the hall by Bro. David Marshall, late pipe major of the Scots Guards. They received 
a wonderful ova�on and a word of welcome from the chairman, a�er which they occupied the special seats reserved for them.

Following an excellent dinner, supplied by Mrs Currie, Dalmuir, and so efficiently served by her large staff of waitresses, the 
chairman gave the toast to the King, a�er which he addressed the members of the Forces in par�cular, and in general the 
large a�endance of 1018, to the number of 250, ending with the remarks that it was the greatest evening of his life, to preside 
at such a mee�ng of the numbers of the Lodge over which he had the honour to preside.

In addi�on to these 49, the following were also presented, who were unable to a�end: Bro. Porteous P.M., on behalf on his 
son, Robert H Porteous, s�ll in India; Bro. Whi�on, on behalf of his son, Gilbert H. Whi�on, s�ll in foreign lands; Bro. Jack 
Mar�n, on behalf of his two sons, William and Stewart, who were abroad and Bro. Geo. Miller jun. chaplain, on behalf of his 
brother, William Miller, sta�oned in London. At this stage the R.W.M. announced that all other members who were en�tled to 
the gi� would have theirs sent on to them.

At the conclusion of the presenta�on, Bro. J. Malcolm I.P.M., during whose term in the chair the fund was inaugurated and 
who did so much to make this evening possible, in a few well chosen words, gave the toast to the “Members of the Lodge 
who had served”, which was readily responded to, the large assembly singing “For they are jolly good fellows.”

Replies were given by Bro. Major Ernest Petrie on behalf of the Army, Bro. L.A.C. William Tivendale on behalf of the R.A.F. 
and Bro. C.P.O. Jack Mar�n on behalf of the Royal Navy and the Merchant Navy, which were much appreciated. 

A�er another spell of items from the “Gang”, the chairman gave the “Silent Toast” to thosr members who had made the 
ul�mate sacrifice.

The musical part of the programme was then con�nued, interspersed with selec�ons on the pipes by Bro. Marshall. The 
evening was fast drawing to a close when the chairman proposed a hearty vote of thanks to all the ar�stes who had so ably 
contributed to the programme, and to all who had worked so hard behind the scenes to make the evening such a huge success.

It should be men�oned here that a very sincere apology from Bro. William Reid, Provincial Grand Master of Dunbartonshire, 
whose Mother Lodge is 1018 in�ma�ng his inability to be present owing to an important previous engagement.

The last but by no means least of the toasts was then proposed by that “old veteran” of the first world war, Bro. G.G. Baillie 
P.M. who requested that all present to show their apprecia�on to the R.W.M. for his excellent handling of such an important 
mee�ng, said apprecia�on being readily forthcoming, and the singing of “Auld Lang Syne” brought a memorable evening to a 
close, one which had been eagerly looked forward to for such a long �me had become a reality, and was now a thing of the 
past, but would never be forgo�en.

George Hill
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